Guide Sheet for Children’s Fantasy on Two Sides of the Atlantic

Instructor: Dale Sullivan

http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/ndsu/dasulliv
dale.sullivan@ndsu.edu
The class website has the syllabus, policies, schedule, and links to supplemental readings: http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/ndsu/dasulliv/fantasy/.

Face-to-Face Experience

Most days we will go through a similar routine:  reading a blog post or two from student blogs, reviewing the reading assigned for the day, reading together or in reading groups, discussing what we have read together, viewing DVDs of the readings (when we have them). Our goal is to read six books, two together as a whole class and two in each reading group. We will read Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe and L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time as a combined group. We will break into two smaller reading groups, one reading either The Voyage of the Dawntreader or Prince Caspian and the other reading The Silver Chair  by Lewis. Similary, one group will read A Swiftly Tilting Planet and the other A Wind in the Door by L’Engle.

Blogging

Half of your grade is related to posting ten blogs. These are to be reading journals. If they were hand written, I would expect each to be about one to two pages long. They are to focus on the reading you’ve done either in our group reading or in the outside reading. You should cite passages directly, bringing the voice of our authors into your post. You can respond to the reading in a number of ways.

1. Summarize a passage or episode and then describe how you interpreted it and what associations you have with it (other things you’ve read or experiences you’ve had).

2. Quote a series of passages and then tied them together with a discussion of their common thread.

3. Discuss a theme or symbol you’ve noticed, quoting or summarizing specific passages, and then explaining your opinion of the significance of it.

4. Compare and contrast a passage, character, episode, or symbol with another, either from the same book or from another. Explain what you see as being common and what you see as differing. Which (likeness or differences) is dominant. What does this comparison show you about your reading?

5. Discuss a passage in a later work that reminds you of a passage in an earlier work. Why does it remind you of the earlier one? Do you think the author of the second one had the earlier passage in mind (either his or her own work or another author’s work)? I’m particularly interested in passages in L’Engle’s work that you think may have been influenced by Lewis’ work.

6. Discuss a passage in terms of the author’s underlying belief system or ideology. How does the passage mythologize these beliefs.

7. Summarize or quote a passage, and then describe your reading experience in terms of emotions, assent, and dissent. What kind of emotional reaction did you have? Did you see in it an attempt to influence your beliefs? If so, in what way? How did you respond to this attempted influence? Do you agree or disagree with the opinion that was being promoted? Why?

8. Analyze a passage in terms of its quality in terms of writing. Is it good writing or not? Does the imagery work or not? Why do you say this? What about the writer’s style?

9. Summarize a passage and describe what kind of interpretation you think a young reader would have. Specify the age and background of the reader and speculate about her/his reading experience, and explain why you think it would be this way.

10. If you are responding to a passage read aloud, describe the passage and the experience of listening to it. Does it work as a read-aloud text? Why or why not?

To create a blog, go to http://www.blogger.com/start. Click on the link that says, “create a blog in 3 easy steps” and follow the directions. It’s easy. When you have set up your blog and entered an introductory post, send me your URL (mine is http://lewislengle.blogspot.com/). Your URL is the address that shows up in the web browser when you are reading the blog from the public side, not the address in the browser when you are setting it up. It will have a name something like myblogtitle.blogspot.com. I’ll link all of our blogs to the class website in the left navigation bar, so that we can read each other’s blogs daily.

Reading Groups

As stated earlier, we will read aloud together, perhaps as much as an hour a day, because these books, as children’s fantasies, should be such that a parent could read them aloud to a child. It is true that many of us, if we have read these before, read them by ourselves, and we will have that experience as well, but I would like to explore reading aloud. Each time we do this, whether in one large group or in our smaller reading groups, we will take time afterwards to fill out this discussion sheet. When we meet in smaller groups, we’ll use this discussion sheet to report to the reconvened class. Although I do not have participation and attendance marked as a percentage of the grade, I will increase a student’s grade for active participation and subtract points for lack of participation.

Discussion Sheet/Record

Date:





Reading group:

Name of book read and the inclusive pages read aloud, e.g., Lion, Witch, Wardrobe, 139-170:

Readers and their pages (a list of each reader’s name and the pages read, e.g., Dale, 32-38):

Scene(s)—where action takes place—and major descriptive details, e.g., Beaver’s house, cozy, wooden table, sewing machine, hanging hams:

Characters and their significant actions, e.g., Peter ( goes with Beaver to fish); Edmund (sneaks out of the house); Mr. Beaver (tells tale of Aslan’s predicted return); Mrs. Beaver (cooks dinner and packs lunch):

Gist of the story line (what happens?):

Problems and/or solutions that occur in this passage:

Themes or symbols noticed by the group and their significance:

Final Paper

Half of the grade for this class depends on your final paper. This paper must dig into one or more of the books we have read in significant detail. You will write a proposal describing the paper want to write, and I need to approve it.

The paper must have a title page with a title, your name, a “submitted to” statement, and the date. This page must also contain a 50-word abstract.

The paper must have a thesis. A thesis is an argumentative claim or assertion. Often you discover what your thesis is after you’ve written your paper a couple times and then try to sum up what you’re trying to say. The thesis cannot be vague and general. One of the hardest things to do in this kind of writing is to say something new about the things we’ve been reading. Perhaps you have an unexpected angle on the book(s) or a passage. Perhaps you have an interpretation of a theme or an insight into the symbolism.  When you have found your thesis, it should sound like a claim that someone might argue with or at least say, “Oh yeah? You’re going to have to convince me. Let’s hear your argument to support that.”

The paper must have a preview statement that tells the reading what the subparts of your argument will be. Another way to say this is that the paper should have an argumentative claim supported by two to five subordinate claims, each of which need evidence to support them. The reader needs to know where you are going in the paper.

The paper must have clear subclaim statements, something like topic sentences for each section. These should resonate with your preview statement, so that the reader says, “Oh yes, I see where we are now.”

The paper must have substantial support for each subclaim in the paper. This support usually comes from making an even more narrow claim and then supporting it with a relevant quotation, which must then be discussed to show its relevance to the point you’re making. You may also support your argument by quoting scholarly opinion, but be careful (1) to quote reliable scholars, (2) to quote them accurately and in context, (3) and to document your sources in MLA format. All quotations, summaries, or paraphrases of other’s materials must be marked with appropriate lead ins, quotation marks if appropriate, and parenthetical citation references.

The paper must have a conclusion that summarizes your argument and discusses the significance of it as a whole.

Your must have needs an adequate “Works Cited” in MLA format.

Attach a copy of your peer reviewer’s review comments. If your reviewer failed to write a review and meet with you, tell me your story: who is your reviewer? How did you try to get the review? What happened? I’ll dock your reviewer’s grade for non-participation.
