English 324: Writing in the Sciences, 3 credits

Fall 2006

Instructor: Dale Sullivan

Assistants: Carly Hearn; Ronda Portmann

Office: 322G Minard, 701.231.7144

dale.sullivan@ndsu.edu
Office Hours: 

Course Description: Study and practice in written conventions of the sciences for academic, scientific, and public audiences.

Course Objectives: Students will be able to:

· Communicate effectively in a variety of contexts and genres, using a variety of communication skills

· Integrate knowledge and ideas in a coherent and meaningful manner

· Manage sophisticated writing and research projects

· Understand social and ethical dimensions of scientific research and communication

Required Texts and Materials: Ann M. Penrose and Steven B. Katz, Writing in the Sciences: Exploring Conventions of Scientific Discourse, Second Edition. Allyn & Bacon, 2004. (WIS)

David M. Raup, The Nemesis Affair, Revised and Expanded Edition. New York: W. W. Norton, 1999. (NA)

At least three CDs for submitting papers electronically.
Assignments and Grading: 

Module 1 collected papers: 20%
Module 2 collected papers: 20 %
Module 3 collected papers: 20 %

Module 4 collected papers: 20 %

Two copies of selected portfolio with introductory and transition materials: 20%

A= 90-100%; B=80-89.9%; C=70-79.9% D=60-69.9%
Tentative Schedule:
Module One: The Nemesis Affair: Science Communication in Scientific Communities, Weeks 1-4 (August 22-September 14)
Reading Assignments: All of David Raup’s The Nemesis Affair (NA); Chapters 1 and 2 in Penrose and Katz Writing in the Sciences (WIS)
Writing Assignments: summary of an article; situational-rhetorical analysis of the article; first and final drafts of social and rhetorical dimensions of science 

Week One

· Tues. 8/22: Intro to class and first writing project. Assignment: Read chapter 1 in WIS and chapters 1-2 in NA. Make sure you have an activated library account.
· Thurs. 8/24: Discussion of chapter 1 WIS. Assignment: Read chapters 3-4 in NA
Week Two

· Tues. 8/29: Meet in computer lab, Morrill 111.  Discuss of chapters 1-4 of NA using categories from chapter 1 WIS. Locate articles associated with case. Assignment: Read chapter 2 in WIS and chapters 5-6  NA. Work on your paper.
· Thurs. 8/31: Discuss of chapter 2 WIS; discuss how to write a summary. Assignment: Reading 7-8 NA. Write a summary of the article you selected.
Week Three

· Tues. 9/5: Read Summaries. Discuss chapters 1-8 NA using categories from chapter 2 WIS. Discuss how to describe situational and rhetorical context of an article. Assignment:  Read chapters 9-10 NA. Write a situational/rhetorical analysis of the article you chose.
· Thurs. 9/7: Discuss chapters 9 and 10 NA. Discuss framing an analysis with theory. Assignment: Finish reading NA. Write a theoretical frame for your article and combine it with the first two parts of the paper.
Week Four

· Tues. 9/12: Discuss NA in full and review first drafts of papers. Assignment: Revise and finish your first paper.

· Thurs. 9/14: (first part of class)  Essay due at the beginning of class. Several may be read in class. 
Module Two: Writing a Research Report, Weeks 4-9 (September 14-October 17)
Reading Assignments: Chapters 3, 4, and 6 in WIS and assigned artricle(s)
Writing Assignments: Proposal, Informal progress report, introduction and methods, results, discussion sections and final compiled report.

Week Four (continued)

· Thurs. 9/14 (continued).Discuss research report assignment. Brief preview of chapter 3 WIS and assign sections for summaries. Assignment: Read chapter 3 (research reports) WIS. 
Week Five
· Tues. 9/19: Discuss Chapter 3 WIS. Assignment: Read chapter 6 (proposals) WIS.

· Thurs. 9/21: Discuss chapter 6 WIS. Assignment: Write a proposal for your research report.
Week Six
· Tues. 9/26: Proposals for research report due. Several read in class. Assignment: Read chapter 4 (review research) WIS. 
· Thurs. 9/28: Discuss chapter 4 WIS. Review pages 45-56 WIS carefully chapter 3. Find three articles relevant to your research report topic, read and summarize each in one to three sentences, and write a list of them in APA format.
Week Seven
· Tues. 10/3: Discuss introductions and methods in some detail. Assignment: Write the introduction and methods sections of your report and bring them to class. Read pages 56-62 WIS carefully. Listen to online lecture by Catherine Logue. 
· Thurs. 10/5: Discuss Logue’s lecture. Read introductions and methods in class. Discuss results sections. Discuss progress reports. Assignment: Write the results section to your report and bring it to class; read pages 62-68 WIS. Read “It’s About Science,” online at http://wac.colostate.edu/llad/v5n2/carpenter_krest.pdf.  Send in progress report as email by noon on Monday.
Week Eight
· Tues. 10/10: Discuss “It’s About Science” article. Read results sections from your writing. Discuss discussion sections. Assignment: Write the discussion section of your paper. Read 68-70 WIS. Read chapter 3 of Shaping Written Knowledge (SWK): online at http://wac.colostate.edu/books/bazerman_shaping/chapter3.pdf. 
· Thurs. 10/12: Discuss chapter 3 of SWK. Read discussion sections of your report in class and discuss writing abstracts. Assignment: Write an abstract for your report and assemble the whole report.
Week Nine
· Tues. 10/17: Research report due. Several read in class.
Module Three: Genre Analysis, Weeks 9-13 (September 17-November 14)
Reading Assignments: Chapters 10, and 11 WIS and assigned essays. 

Writing Assignments: three one-page summaries and a genre analysis of chapter 11 texts
Week Nine, continued.

· Tues. 10/17 (continued) Discuss the next project in class—analyzing genres in a case. Assignment: Read pages 400-405 WIS. Start reading chapter 11 on your own (not discussed in class but used in the assignment).
· Thurs. 10/19: Discuss proposal documents on Delphi case. Read pages 406-409 WIS. 

Week Ten
· Tues. 10/24: Discuss article on pages 406 to 409. Assignment: Read pages 410-417 WIS. Read O’Neill, “Knowing When You’ve Brought Them in: Scientific Genre Knowledge and Communities of Practice” online at http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/ndsu/dasulliv/readings/Oneill_scientific_genre_knowledge.pdf. Write a one-page summary of it.
· Thurs. 10/26: Discuss O’Neill article and article on pages 410-416 WIS. Assignment: pages 418-423 WIS.
Week Eleven
· Tues. 10/31: Discuss story on pages 418-423. Read “Genre Repertoire” online at http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/ndsu/dasulliv/readings/genre_repertoire_orli_yates.pdf. Write a one-page summary of it.
· Thurs. 11/2: Discuss “Genre Repertoire.” Discuss using genre theory to analyze a group of texts. Assign: Find “Generalizing about Genre: New Conceptions of an Old Concept” by Amy Devitt (on library databases or in journal College Composition and Communication) and write a one-page summary of it.
Week Twelve
· Tues. 11/7: Discuss “Generalizing about Genre.” Read some of the analyses in class. Discuss genres in science as reflected in the Delphi case. Assignment: Write a theoretical frame and begin analyzing genres in algae case in chapter 11 in preparation for writing a three-page essay discussing genres in science using the algae case.

· Thurs. 11/9: Discuss genres in algae case. Assignment: Finish your analysis of genre for chapter 11.
Week Thirteen
· Tues. 11/14: Essay on genres in science due. Read some in class. 
Module Four: Science Writing for the Public, Weeks 13-16 (November 14-December 13)
Reading Assignments: Chapter 8, Selections from chapters 10, 11, 12, and 13, and assigned articles
Writing Assignments: Article summaries and popular science article.

Week Thirteen, continued.

· Tues. 11/14 (continued). Introduce new project. Assignment: Read Chapter 8 WIS and skim go through chapters 10, 11, 12, and 13, listing all articles or stories written for the general public.
· Thurs.11/16: Discuss chapter 8 and compare lists of articles written for public. Assignment: Read “Accommodating Science” online at http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/ndsu/dasulliv/readings/fahnestock_accommodating_science.pdf. Summarize it in one page. Read the article from the list assigned to you in class and be prepared to talk about it in terms of the categories in “Accommodating Science.”
Week Fourteen
· Tues. 11/21: Discuss “Accommodating Science” and the articles assigned. Assignment: Find “The Priestly Voice” by Thomas Lessl on the EBSCO database or in journal The Quarterly Journal of Speech, and write a one-page summary of it. Go to Discover magazine (online in our library’s database) and find an article that interests you. Summarize it and be prepared to talk about how it uses the priestly voice.


· Thurs. 11/23: Thanksgiving. 
Week Fifteen
· Tues. 11/28: Discuss articles from Discover in terms of the “Priestly Voice.” Assignment: Find an issue in science that interests you and locate as many “bardic voice” articles on it as you think you can assimilate in a week. Prepare to use them to write a popular science article.

· Thurs. 11/30:  Report on topics selected for popular science article. Discuss how to structure and outline a popular science article. Assignment: Outline the story you want to write for the popular science article.
Week Sixteen (Dead week)
· Tues. 12/5: Bring outlines of your popular science paper. Discuss them. Assignment: Write a draft of your story.
· Thurs. 12/7: SROI. Completed draft of story brought to class for peer review. Continue work on story.
Finals Week: Two copies of portfolio and final draft of story due Wednesday 12/13.
Policies:  Attendance counts. For every unexcused absence, I subtract 2 % from your final grade. If you know that you have to be absent, contact me ahead of time to make arrangements. If an emergency comes up, try to contact me as soon as possible. 


All assignments for each assignment are to be brought to class on due dates and then collected in an electronic portfolio on CD. At the end of the semester, you are to hand in a portfolio of selected work for the semester. Details about that portfolio will be explained later.


Student documents produced in this class may be used as instructional material either in this class or future classes.


Americans with Disabilities Statement: Any student with disabilities or other special needs who needs special accommodations in this course are invited to share these concerns or requests with the instructor as soon as possible. 


Academic Dishonesty: All work in this course must be completed in a manner consistent with the NDSU University Senate Policy, Section 335: Code of Academic Responsibility and Conduct. �HYPERLINK "http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/policy/335.htm"��http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/policy/335.htm�.











